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Armed with their HP-33s calculators and knowledge of 
mathematics and science, the TMSCA (Texas Math 
and Science Coaches Association) team is not to be 

underestimated. With 2014 ringing in their thirteenth state 
appearance, they have established a reputation for being a 
threat at all levels of competition. “We’ve all improved a lot 
over the last couple of years, and I’m going to miss it, but at 
least we ended on a dominating note,” senior Nick Khul said.  

On this year’s trip to San Antonio, where the team com-
peted at the University of Texas San Antonio, they earned 
fourteen individual awards and one team placed. The Cal-
culator Applications team, which included seniors James 
Branin, Elizabeth Chilson and Nick Kuhl, and sophomore 
Mitch Fruth, earned second place in the state. In this event 
contestants are given thirty minutes and are allowed to use a 
calculator to work through a numerous amount of problems; 
individually, Mitch Fruth received third, Nick Kuhl fourth, 
sophomore Luke Sparkman fifth, Elizabeth Chilson seventh, 
and James Branin ninth. In Number Sense, where contenders 
must solve as many math problems in their head as they can 
in ten minutes, sophomore Evan McWhorter placed third, 
Mitch Fruth placed ninth, and Luke Sparkman and Nick 
Kuhl placed tenth. The Math event, which is a forty ques-
tion multiple-choice test for which you are allowed to use a 
calculator, requires knowledge of algebra and calculus. Three 
Lions place; Evan McWhorter placed fifth, Elizabeth Chilson 
placed eighth, and Luke Sparkman placed ninth. The Science

Strength in Numbers



Seven qualified lifters represented Ponder High 
School at the regional powerlifting meet hosted 
here in Ponder. These included sophomore 

Zack Allen in the 123 pound class, sophomore Jared 
Fredman in the 132 pound class, sophomore Andrew 
Borsch in the 198 pound class, junior Allen Mullis in 
the 242 pound class, junior Chris Aivaliotis in the 275 
poundclass, junior Thomas Waite in the Super Heavy 
Weight class, and junior Brooke Haibach. At the 
regional qualifier meet, all competitiors added more 
weight to their previous records.  

Zach Allen added twenty pounds to this season’s 
weight, made his best total, and placed seventh in 
the 123 pound class with a total of 745. Jared Fred-
man put on another twenty-five pounds this season 
for his best total and finished in sixth place in the 132 
pound class therefore making a total of 850. Andrew 
Borsch competed and finished in eighth place with a 
total of 1075 in the 198 pound class. Allen Mullis add-
ed thirty pounds to his season with his best of 1240, 
finishing in seventh place in the 242 pound class. 

Out of the six that competed at regionals, there 
were two in the junior class that advanced and went 
on to compete at state on March 22. Chris Aivaliotis 
and Thomas Waite competed at the THSPA State 
Powerlifting Championships at Taylor County Expo 

Center in Abilene, Texas. 
There were just under five 
hundred lifters that attended 
the state meet. Chris and 
Thomas did exceptionally 
well.  Thomas competed in 
the Super Heavy Weight 
class. He posted 660 
pounds on squat, a 355 

pound bench press, and 
also lifted a personal best 
of 500 pounds on dead-
lift. This brought Thomas’ 
personal best to a record of 
1515 pounds, where he finished in ninth place over-
all.  

“This was Thomas’s third year in powerlifting. He 
did a very good job this season  and I expect him to 
make it back to state next year because he has the 
potential to be a state champion,” Coach Pitman said.

“What about Chris?“ you may ask. Chris did a 
very good job at the meet for regionals and did an 
even better job at the state meet. He competed in 
the 275.5 pound class. He made not only a personal 
record, but also a school record of 750 pounds on 
squat, a 425 on bench, and 590 pounds on deadlift. 
Chris placed in first all day. He completed his person-
al and school record total of 1765 pounds. However 
due to one qualifier who tied with Chris, he finished 
the day as the state runner-up, but to everyone else, 
he was first in their hearts. 

“He went to state and basically won. I fully expect 
him to be the state champion his senior year,” Coach 
Pitman stated.  

Not only did the two state qualifiers do an amaz-
ing job, but so did the rest of the regional qualifiers. 
But let’s not forget the rest of the powerlifting team. 
Even though not everyone advanced to regionals 
or state, they still did a fantastic job and had a great 
season this year. All of them are expected to con-
tinue to improve with the great work they have been 
putting forth. We are anxiously awaiting for next 
year’s season to come. 
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Pride Presses On
By Marrisa Mata

TMSCA, continued from cover 

competition, where contestants are given sixty problems that they have up to two hours to answer, is consid-
ered one of the hardest by some, but Luke Sparkman and Evan McWhorter managed to take ninth and tenth 
places respectively. 

Although most of their time is spent thinking and calculating, the TMSCA kids do have a great time during 
this competition. “We always have a lot of fun in the van singing Julian Smith songs to get in the right state of 
mind for the competition,” a senior TMSCA participant, Perrin Hughes, said. After leaving on Thursday, the 
team arrived in San Antonio and took time to explore the River Walk. Friday was another day of fun at Six 
Flags Fiesta Texas. The work began on Saturday morning, March 15, when the team went to the college to 
compete in their events. After a hard day of work, the team returned home to Ponder, victorious. 

Even though it is very evident that the TMSCA students are very smart, they agree that it is hard work and 
diligence that allows them to succeed. They also agree that they would not do so well if not for Mrs. Woodall, 
who has guided the high school level of the program for thirteen years. “I always appreciate having students 
who are willing to do math and science for fun and give up their weekends.” 

Senior TMSCA participant James Branin joked “There’s a lot I will do for seven dollars,” referring to the 
amount of money each student receives per meal.

Many of this year’s seniors are longtime TMSCA participants who have competed since junior high.  “For 
four years Mrs. Woodall has believed in us and helped us learn as much as we can so we can do well in com-
petition, and I think we all appreciate her for that,” senior TMSCA participant Elizabeth Chilson said. 
Congratulations to the TMSCA team on a job well done at state. We know you’ll do great for the years to 
come.



Thursday, March 27, the 2013-2014 UIL Academ-
ics team travelled all the way to Brock to participate 
in the District 9AA spring meet. Our intelligent 

Lions competed in a variety of events, from Accounting 
to Spelling and Vocabulary to Lincoln-Douglas Debate. 
They have been working all year for this competition to 
try to be one of the few select students to move on to the 
regional competition in May.

To start off with, Mrs. Woodall’s math and science 
events absolutely dominated. In Calculator Applications, 
Nick Kuhl took first place, Elizabeth Chilson took sec-
ond, Mitch Fruth took third, and Perrin Hughes took 
fourth. As a team, they placed first, earned Ponder 55 
points, and will all advance to regionals. Next, in Math-
ematics, Elizabeth Chilson got third and Nick Kuhl got 
fifth. They placed second as a team, earned 21 points for 
Ponder, and will be the wild card team for Mathematics 
in our region. Awesome job guys!

The journalism teams, which competed on Mon-
day, March 24, brought in some points as well. In Ready 
Writing, coached by Mrs. Josselet, Melanie Baker got 
fourth place. In Mrs. Crider’s newspaper events, Sterling 
Stinson placed fourth in Editorial Writing, and Elizabeth 
Branin placed fifth in Headline Writing. Overall, they 
scored 20 points for Ponder.

Aside from the Calculator Application team, Pon-
der had two other first place teams at District! Coach 
Lane’s Accounting team claimed the victory, with Sam 
Siddle in third, Avery Leveridge in fourth, and Trey Dun-
lap in sixth. They earned 32 points for the school and 
will all advance on to regionals. Next, the Computer 
Science team, led by Mrs. Steele, took first at district as 

well. Evan McWhorter took first place, Alex Perkins took 
fifth, and Kyle Baker took sixth. The team brought in 45 
points altogether and will advance on to regionals. 

Mr. McNair’s speech and debate events dominated as 
well. In Lincoln-Douglas Debate, Kennedy Davis placed 
first and Eric Dearmin placed second, earning a total 
of 27 points. In Informative Speaking, Kennedy Davis 
placed first again and Elizabeth Branin placed second, for 
a total of 27 points as well.  Thomas Adcox placed fourth 
and Eric Dearmin placed fifth in Persuasive Speaking. 
The speech teams, overall, placed first and won a grand 
total of 78 points. 

Social Studies, coached by Mr. Schluter, took second 
as a team, with Elizabeth Richardson placing second and 
Haley Chasteen earning fourth. This team managed to 
grab 25 points. The Spelling and Vocabulary team also 
took second, with Sterling Stinson placing third and Jen-
nifer Eppler in fifth, earning 23 points overall for good 
ol’ PHS. 

A few students at the competition placed individually 
but not as a team. Those included are Elizabeth Branin, 
who placed third in Current Events, and James Branin, 
who earned fifth in Science. The two of them gained 16 
points for Ponder. 

Ponder as a school placed third at the district com-
petition with 334 points and 17 people advancing on 
to Regionals. The regional meet will take place the first 
weekend of May in Stephenville at Tarleton State Uni-
versity. Be sure to congratulate these students when you 
see them, and wish them luck at the next level. Amazing 
job everyone!
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By Sterling Stinson
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Where did it go? 
By Katie Dickens

There are a few famous airplane accidents. The disappearance of 
Amelia Earheart’s plane ranks at the top of the list, but there are 
many others. Multiple disappearances can be traced to some-

where in the Bermuda Triangle, though no one is brave enough to go look for them. While these are 
popular, the disappearance of Flight 370 will soon be up on the mysterious disappearance list as well. 

The flight left Malaysian Airlines on March eighth. Two hundred and thirty-nine people were on 
board the Boeing 777. Then the plane disappeared into thin air, almost literally. Dozens of speculations 
flew through the air from person to person. Was it a fuel malfunction? Or maybe it was a ploy from the 
start, and the pilot planned to fly the plane elsewhere? There are the sane, plausible theories such as 
these, and then there are the less than plausible. 

A popular conspiracy theory going around is that the plane was captured by extraterrestrials. The 
first to publicly announce the theory, a woman named Alexandra Bruce, gave her proof by pointing to 
a Youtube video that depicted a computer simulation of the plane’s departure from Kuala Lumpur. She 
pointed out that Flight 370 appeared to be moving unusually fast. In the simulation, there was another 
object in the sky that she claimed was a UFO. Jack Pickell, a journalist for Boston.com, shot down this 
theory by informing everyone that the Unidentified Flying Object was actually an Identified Flying Ob-
ject—a Korean Airlines flight, to be exact. 

Speaking of shooting things down, another theory is just that. Rush Limbaugh proposed the idea 
that the plane was attacked. He backed up his theory by saying, “The jet is flying along and you have a 
total electronic failure, but the engines keep working. So then the crew says, ‘We got to get back home. 
We got to get back to Kuala Lumpur. We can’t fly with no electronics.’ It’s dark, nighttime. They fly over 
a bunch of unfriendly countries, and they can’t identify themselves, and they’re not identified, there are 
no lights on. There’s been a total electronic failure. What if some hostile country flew up there and shot 
it down, and then discovered their mistake and nobody wants to admit what happened?” Supporters 
of this theory have pointed out that this has happened to other planes before, including a time the US 
inadvertently shot down an Iran Air flight. However, a Malaysian defense official by the name of Ackbal 
bin Haji Abdul Samad dismissed the theory. He claimed it was “highly not possible” that his country 
shot down the plane. He said they saw the plane, but believed it to be a “friendly” aircraft. 

A, slightly less popular, theory is that the MH370 was consumed by a black hole.  There is no plau-
sible proof for this particular conspiracy (how could there be?), but where else could the plane have 
gone? Don Lemon asked on CNN whether it was really all that, to use his word, “preposterous.” (Yes, 
Don. It is.) Lemon received a great deal of ridicule, especially from The Daily Show’s Jon Stewart, who 
reminded him that a small black hole would suck in our entire universe, not just one plane. Another 
theory that is drifting around is that a meteor fell to the Earth and hit the plane out of the air. Critics 
steadfastly put this particular theory to rest, saying that it was extremely improbable for a meteor to hit 
that one, specific plane. 

“The Independent,” a British newspaper, reported that the disappearance was predicted in Pitbull 
and Shakira’s song “Get It Started.” The writers of the papers pushed the lyrics “Now it’s off to Malay-
sia” and “No Ali, No Frasier, but for now off to Malaysia.” They claimed that the latter of the two verses 
was linked to ‘Mr. Ali,’ who was referred by the press as an Iranian passenger on the flight. Conspira-
tors have linked the “two passports” line to the stolen Australian and Italian ones used by two of the 
plane’s passengers. 

Another conspiracy, though this one may be slightly more plausible, is that someone issued a 
cyberattack on the flight. Former scientific advisor to the UK government, Sally Leivesly, brought this 
hypothesis into light by proposing the idea that hackers may have been able to change the plane’s 
speed, direction, and altitude using radio signals sent towards the plane’s management system. (Okay, 
maybe I jumped the gun in calling this one “more plausible.”) A regular plane’s security system is defi-
nitely equipped to prevent hacks such as this, so this possibility was dismissed.

Despite all the theories, no one is sure what really happened to the missing plane. There has been 
no contact from any of the passengers, or any of the employees aboard. Rumors have recently been 
going around that the plane’s black box has been discovered. A black box is a machine that records 
flights in an aircraft. It also emits a signal, a pinging sound, whenever the plane is lost or crashes. This 
may have been found, but the plane itself has yet to be recovered. Theories and speculations have 
started flying around as a result. 

continued on page 5



A trip to another country is on many students 
bucket lists, but for some, they can cross it off 
within a year. Next spring break, a group of stu-

dents accompanied by Mr. Fritz and Ms. Koleber are 
going on a trip to England!

They will leave on a Saturday and arrive in Ox-
ford  the next day. They will take a walking tour and 
see many of the universities in Oxford, as well as the 
Sheldonian Theater and the Bodleian Library. 

The next day, they will visit Shakespeare’s birth-
place, Stratford-Upon-Avon. They will get to see his 
mother’s house and a museum dedicated to life in 
the sixteenth century. They will stop for a brief visit 
to Holy Trinity Church, where both Shakespeare and 
his wife are buried. Then they get to tour the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre and get a backstage look, and 
later that day they will get to actually see a perfor-
mance on the famous stage.

On day four, the group will travel from the Strat-
ford area to the largest city in Europe, London. The 
students will get to go to Westminster Abbey, where 
English kings and queens have been crowned since 
1106. The tour of the Abbey includes getting to see 
the tombs of past English monarchs and memorials 
for literary figures. They will also get to visit Trafalgar 
Square, Whitehall, Horseguards Parade, Parliament 
Square, Downing Street, St. James’s Park, and Buck-
ingham Palace.

As day five rolls around, the students will get to 
visit the Shakespeare Globe Theatre Museum, which 
provides an international understanding of Shake-
speare in performance. They will even get a chance to 
participate in a workshop with one of the actors from 
the Royal Shakespeare Company. Then they will get 
to walk across the Millennium Bridge, the pedestrian 
steel suspension bridge crossing the River Thames. 
Next up, they get to visit St. Paul’s Cathedral. The 
visit will include an ascent into the Whispering Gallery, 
where the faintest whisper can be heard clearly on the 
opposite side of the room.

Day six 
starts when 
they go back 
to the Shake-
speare Globe 
Theatre Mu-
seum, getting 
to see another 
Shakespearian 
performance. 
After the play they will get to spend some free time 
around Piccadilly Circus and Leicester Square, two of 
London’s most lively areas. Piccadilly Circus is known 
for its lighted advertisements, while Leicester Square 
is where stage and screen combine, having provided 
entertainment for the city since the Victorian Era.

Day seven is the last day abroad, and the kids 
will get to have some free time to go visit some local 
street vendors and experience everything without be-
ing on a schedule. Then they’ll have to go back to the 
hotel and pack for the flight home.

“Getting students out of the classroom and actu-
ally interacting with historical literature and the subject 
is crucial to keep them interested in studying. Our job 
is to inspire lifelong learning, and trips like this, getting 
to study incredible subjects like Shakespeare and his 
literature, is a great way to inspire students to become 
lifelong learners. The subject itself, Shakespeare,  
permeates everything. His work is relevant in modern 
society, almost as relevant today as when he wrote it,” 
Mr. Fritz said.

For those of you embarking on the journey, your 
time in England is sure to make a lasting impression. 
Anyone not participating in the trip should consider an 
international expedition of their own. The opportuni-
ties are endless! Also keep in mind that travel makes 
you look like a well-rounded person who has valuable 
experience in exploring other cultures, something that 
colleges look for in a great student. God speed!
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“MH370” continued from page 4

International Shakespearience

One hypothesis put forward is that the passengers are alive, but unable to answer their phones due to 
something known as the “phantom cellphone theory.” Family members of the passengers tried to call 
their loved ones, and were greeted with ringing from the other end. Jeff Kagan, a wire analyst, refuted 
these rumors by saying the network may produce ringbacks, which basically means it rings while the 
service searches despite the phone being destroyed. 
Some outlandish conspiracy theorists have come forward with the idea that the plane was captured by 
the United States and transported to the United States military base on Diego Garcia, or that the pilot 
landed there on his own free will. The latter of the two ideas was raised at a White House daily brief-
ing on the eighteenth of March. Press secretary Jay Carney simply said, “I’ll rule that one out.” A photo 
linking a passenger to the supposed location was brought forth. It was proven to be a fake, and edited 
using Picsa software. 
From terrorism to the Illuminati, it seems like everyone has a hypothesis about what happened to 
Flight 370. The truth is still yet to be revealed, though we get little bits of information as we search 
more. No one will know if any of these theories will prove true. Any of them could. (But probably not 
the black hole one.) So until we actually find the MH370, the world will be left to its imagination and 
wonder.  



Collin 
Knight
   by Teryana Sledge

Some may know him for his amazing baseball skills and extreme love for the game, but many 
others know Collin Knight for his booming personality and great sense of humor. No matter 
when or where you meet Collin, you can’t deny the fact that afterwards, you’ll never forget him. 

Though many see him as #20 on the varsity boys’ baseball team, it is not hard to see that he has so 
much more to offer than just playing the sport as well as he does.

In his spare time, Collin loves hanging out with his closest friends, seniors Logan McCarty, Nate 
Betterton, and Jose Deleon, junior Tyler Valenzuela, and sophomore Riley Low, or just relaxing and 
eating fried chicken, which happens to be his favorite food. When senior Collin Knight moved to 
Ponder from Sanger only three years ago, he didn’t find it hard to make friends. His hobbies include 
hunting, fishing, and, unsurprisingly, playing baseball. Collin seems to be a die-hard fan of the sport 
and plays pitcher, first, and third base.

“Baseball, because I’m good and it’s the sport that real men play,” Knight said, when asked what 
his favorite sport was and why. For that reason, it’s definitely not a shock to discover that Collins’ 
biggest inspiration is major league baseball player, Manny Machado, who is the third baseman for the 
Baltimore Orioles. 

Knight claims that his crazy personality, which a lot of people may notice in Coach Irons’ Eng-
lish class, is a result of growing up in a crazy family. He has two brothers, Chase, who has graduated 
and is currently in the Air Force, and Carson, who is a sophomore at Ponder. 

Even though Collin is unsure of exactly what he wants to do after high school, he plans to at-
tend either the University of Texas at Dallas or McMurray in Oklahoma to study Business. He would 
also love to play baseball in college, and later in life, he wants to acquire a job involving aviation. 

Whether it is out on the baseball field, in a college lecture hall studying business, or up in the sky 
flying a plane, many are sure that after his high school graduation, Collin will lead a very productive 
life and make an enormous impact on the world and the lives of the many people he will pass on the 
way.

This month, I’d like you all to meet a good friend of  mine. This guy is generally good-natured, humor-
ous, and probably one of  the nicest guys I’ve ever had the pleasure of  knowing. Measuring in at 6’3” 
and usually surrounded by friends, Christian Daugherty is my pick this time around.

Christian has been a Ponder ISD student for six years. He has been a loyal Lion for quite some time, 
having played football here since seventh grade. During his eighth grade year, Christian’s team was unde-
feated for the entire season. Most recently, he has played the position of  nose guard on the defensive line 
for the Lions.

Christian’s accomplishments extend outside of  the athletic realm, as he has some very impressive aca-
demic achievements. He earned a composite score of  26 the first time he took the ACT college readiness 
assessment. Christian is currently passing all of  his classes and is a member of  the Gifted and Talented 
program at PHS. Christian’s favorite teacher is Ms. Koleber, as he has enjoyed both English classes in which 
she has taught him. “One of  the things I admire about Christian is that he was always honest about his 
work; he took ownership and didn’t make excuses,” Ms. Koleber said. “I enjoyed discussing literature with 
him because he was well-read.”

“Daugherty,” as he is more commonly known, enjoys reading, playing video games, and camping in 
his spare time. His favorite books include “The Wheel of  Time” series of  epic fantasy novels authored by 
Robert Jordan. His favorite video game is StarCraft, a military science fiction real-time strategy game. One 
of  Christian’s favorite memories from school in Ponder is meeting his girlfriend, Katie Corkins.

Fellow seniors Zack Turner and Scott Shafer and junior Thomas Waite make up Christian’s group of  
best friends. His closest friend, Zack, shared a few very endearing words about Christian. “Daugherty is the 
guy you go to when you want to get away from everything else. He knows how to have fun and doesn’t let 
the outside world get to him when he’s in that specific moment.”

“Daugherty is a good guy. He’s always there for you,” Thomas Waite said. “He makes ninth period fun 
because he’s the kind of  guy you can get rowdy and boisterous with. We always have a good time.”

After graduating from PHS, Christian plans to get a job and move out of  his parents’ house. He will 
also attend college but is still in the process of  deciding which school he likes best. Christian hopes to 
become a surgeon in the future. There isn’t a doubt in my mind that this young man will achieve and far 
surpass these dreams. Good luck to you, Christian, and congratulations in advance for making it out of  
high school alive!

Christian 
Daugherty
By Liz Branin

Senior Class of 2014



by Katie Dickens 

Clint 
Rodgers

Does the name Clint Rogers ring a bell? If  it doesn’t, don’t feel bad—a bell didn’t ring for me either. 
But Clint Rogers is a senior here at Ponder High School and if  you don’t know him, you are miss-
ing out. This kind, smart, albeit soft-spoken boy has been attending Ponder schools since kinder-

garten, and has made quite the impression on those who know him.
Not only has Clint been attending Ponder his entire life, but his family has also lived in the same house 

since he was born. His family consists of  his father, his mother, and his older sister, Chelsea, who is cur-
rently attending Texas Women’s University. The Rogers are all very close, and they often spend their week-
ends out in Denton. When they aren’t in town, however, they’re usually at home watching TV together.

While Clint has numerous hobbies he enjoys outside of  school, one of  his favorite pastimes is bowling. 
Having been a vital part of  the team for the past four years, Clint was named captain of  Ponder’s bowling 
team this past year. He says that he got involved because he had always liked bowling, and he wanted to find 
a school sport he was good at.  Each weekend, he and his father go to Denton and participate in a Sunday 
night bowling league.

Aside from bowling, Clint loves to work on cars. He has been interested in antique cars for a long time, 
and restoring them has always been one of  his greatest passions. He also enjoys shooting guns, fencing, 
history, and spending time with his friends. His closest friends consist of  Dennis White and Jeremy Perkins. 
Clint says that when they hang out, they spend a majority of  their time challenging one another’s intelli-
gence. (‘Jeremy always wins,’ Clint added parenthetically.) Inside school, however, Clint likes graphic design, 
namely DIM. 

“Clint is very creative and hardworking,” said Mrs. Steele. “I’ve enjoyed watching him develop his 
graphic design skills.”

After graduation, Clint plans to attend North Central Texas College for his core classes, and then go on 
to TSTC. TSTC, or Texas State Technical College, is one of  the many colleges in Waco, Texas. He wants to 
be a repair technician for cars, as he has always loved working on them. Once out of  college, he hopes to 
own and run a hot rod shop. He says that he’s going to miss Ponder, but mostly because it is the only town 
he has ever known and knows for a fact that he is going to miss the quiet. 

As the year comes to a close, Clint gets closer to his departure from Ponder High School. Though we 
all wish him the best of  luck in his future endeavors, it’s difficult not to feel a little bitter. Ponder won’t be 
the same without you, Clint!

Adriana Martinez might be one of  the shortest girls in the senior class, but she is also one of  the greatest. 
She walks these halls with her head held high not allowing anybody to bring her down. She does her own 
thing and is not a follower. Adriana is not one who is afraid to speak up or tell the truth. She is known to 

be “The Honest One.” 
 Adriana has been in Ponder for nearly her whole life. She has been attending Ponder since she was in 

first grade. She did, however, move at the beginning of  eighth grade to Sanger High School. There, she attended 
the school for two years. She then came back to Ponder and registered as a sophomore and is currently finishing 
her senior year here. Adriana is one who always tries to give her all in everything she does. 

“Adriana is very sweet and confident. She seems to have a good head on her shoulders. I can see her being 
very successful in the future in whatever she chooses to do,” Ms. Knitter said.   

Adriana gives her all not only in her school work but also her extra-curricular activities, such as choir. This is 
the first year that Adriana has been in choir, and as she would put it, “It’s amazing! I love singing with a passion. 
It helps me release everything I have inside. Singing is just everything to me; it actually expresses me so much. I 
would say that in my free time that’s what I do.”

 Outside of  school, Adriana likes to spend her free time listening to music. She also enjoys spending 
time with her friends and enjoys cleaning just for fun. Most importantly, she loves spending time with her dad. 
Although they don’t always agree on everything, she still likes spending time with him. Adriana is one to be on 
her phone quite a bit. Whether it’s to be on Instagram or listen to music, if  you see her outside of  school you will 
always find her on her phone. Adriana plans to get a job right after she graduates. She wants to go to NCTC to 
get her basics. From there she would then like to transfer to a university to go into the study of  law enforcement. 
If  that does not go as planned, she does have a back-up plan. She would like to do something that deals with 
either dancing and or singing, depending on how she wants to start her life out. 

  The one thing that Adriana learned during this last year as a senior is about who real people are and 
who is “fake”. “I learned that the real people have been there for me no matter what, from beginning to end. I 
saw that my true friends stuck by me through all my ups and downs. They also showed that they really do care 
about me versus the ones who said they did, when truly, they did not. I learned to see the true colors of  people. 
Although I didn’t realize this until the end of  the year, I am glad I learned it before it was too late. But I am still 
moving on, and I now know that my real friends are sticking with me.”

 Throughout her high school career, Adriana has learned who her true friends are. She learned that no 
matter what the trial is, she has proven to be stronger than what she thought she really was. Adriana is an amaz-
ing person with a great personality and a loving heart. She is one who will be missed once she leaves Ponder for 
good. 

by Marrisa Mata

Adriana 
Martinez

Senior Class of 2014
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Jones Designs New Library Logo
By Teryana Sledge

Most people nowadays realize that there is probably an app, or application for anything. Few statistics show that 78% 
of teens use cell phones and about 47% of the teens have smartphones that are app enabled. Some of the apps 
may be pretty useless, while others can seem like the most perfect creation to the people who use them often. What 

many may not realize is the thought and preparation that goes into the creation of these apps that are used almost every 
day. Therefore, when Ponder’s own library received a grant to make one, no one could imagine the excitement that ensued.

Last year, the Betty Foster Public Library in Ponder got a grant from the Texas State Library to create a mobile app, and 
although three iPads, two Kindles, and two tablets were purchased, not much else was being done about the making of the 
app.  Searching for a unique logo for the mobile app, Judy Simmons, the library’s director, approached her son, who hap-
pens to be the high school’s principal, and asked whether or not any of the classes could have a contest to come up with 
a logo that could be used for the app. After speaking to Mrs. Simmons, he suggested that she contact Mrs. Steele and her 
two advanced computer classes, reason being that they were talented and this opportunity would be a great way for them to 
apply some of the skills that they had learned in DIM, or Digital Interactive Media.

“Mr. Simmons was very instrumental in getting this project ‘off the ground’, and Shelly has been wonderful to work with.” 
said Mrs. Simmons, “She helped describe what I needed to her students and gave them some pointers in designing a logo 
that we could use.”

Mrs. Simmons even visited the classes to share her vision of what the logo could look like, but didn’t fully have a 
preconceived idea for it, making it even harder for the students to create because they had no idea where to begin. The 
students started to work frivolously on creating the best logo for the library, for its current one may have made the library be 
seen by the public as only a children’s library. Each student created two logos that were then given to Mrs. Simmons on a 
flash drive, and given to the library group. The logos were nameless so that no one knew exactly whose they were choos-
ing. And while there were many they liked, they finally decided on a logo. Of the two that they enjoyed the most, both hap-
pened to be Austin Jones’.  

“I wanted it to look elegant, but relatable, and not too childish,” prize winner, Austin Jones said about his logo, “I’m ex-
cited that the skills I learned in class are actually getting used in the real world.”

Austin’s logo was chosen for its simplicity and the fact that it shows the symbol of support from the city of Ponder toward 
its citizens. After winning a $50 gift card and bragging rights of being the creator of the new face of the Betty Foster Library 
we know that Austin could not be more ecstatic.

Ringing in on Cell Phone Responsiblity 
By Melanie Baker

This year has been the first year in Ponder High School 
history that students have been allowed to use their 
own laptops, phones, and other portable devices in 

class, but there seems to be a problem with the system. We 
are told that we are allowed to use our devices in school, 
but then, we are told to turn them off. What kind of logic is 
that?
The rule for years has been that students must turn off their 
phones during school hours, or else have them taken up 
if they go off or are used. This year, we were told that we 
can have them on for classroom use, thus allowing us to 
have them on during school. Even though we are allowed 
this convenience, many students still find that their phones 
are being taken up because of the fact that they are on. Is 
it not counteractive to the entire purpose of having a BYOD 
system if students are punished for having their phones on?
The fact is that students are allowed to have their phones 
on. Therefore, there may be the occasional ringing because 
someone accidentally forgot to turn the volume off. Is this 
really worthy of punishment in the form of taking the phone 
up? Everyone has an “off” day. Everyone forgets something 
occasionally, so why are students punished for an accident 
they can’t control? After all, it was someone else who called 
or texted them. Even if the student had their phone put 
away, they are punished because of someone else’s choice 
to call/text them while they were in class. 
It is not to be disregarded that it is the student’s responsibil-
ity to turn the sound off on their device. However, a simple 
reminder could be more beneficial than taking up their 
phone and having their parent to come to the school and 
pay fifteen dollars just to get it back. Many students need 
their phones on them for after-school activities, creating a 
hassle for both them and their parents. Picking up a stu-
dent’s phone because of a mere accident creates a problem 
for more than just a kid who wants to talk to their friends. It 
can interfere with a student’s extracurricular activities (such 
as sports or drama), their job, getting home on time, and 

sometimes even their grades if they need to look something 
up or use a calculator app. Why put someone through all 
of that just because they accidentally forgot to turn off the 
sound on their phone and someone else made it go off in 
class?
Now, that is not to say that students who are caught texting 
or calling someone without permission of a teacher are not 
to be reprimanded. The rule is still no texting or calling while 
in school, so the result of such actions is still appropriate. 
If a student is texting someone or talking to them on the 
phone then it is more than reasonable to take up their phone, 
though the method to get it back could very well be revised. 
With the number of student drivers on campus, fifteen dollars 
to retrieve a phone is unreasonable since that money could 
be better used to pay for gas to get the student to and from 
school and work.  Plus, the rule stating that parents must be 
the ones to get the phone back is not punishing the student, 
but rather the parent who has to use their time to get the de-
vice back when it would be more reasonable to simply allow 
the student to retrieve it. Some parents may not even be able 
to make it up to the school for this 
purpose due to a busy schedule, 
leaving both the parent and the 
student at a disadvantage. Is it 
not more reasonable to allow the 
student to retrieve it so that the 
school is not also punishing the 
parents? 
Perhaps the answer to the issue 
is to revise the way things work. 
Instead of taking up phones if 
they go off in class, perhaps 
teachers could just let it go if it’s 
an accident. Better yet, make it 
so that the student can pick it up 
rather than the parents so that it 
is not hinderance to them as well.



We’ve waited all year for it, and on Saturday, 
April 12, it finally happened-prom. Girls 
showed up in beautiful dresses and guys in 

tuxes (or in a few cases, jeans, boots, and button up 
shirts, some with cowboy hats to complete the en-
semble). Some came in limos and some in their cars, 
in groups and in couples. Coming into the Down-
towner Event Center in Denton, attendees were sent 
to a room to have their pictures taken with their dates 
and then directed toward the Star Room where the 
island themed dance was being held.

Once inside, students were asked to vote for a 
king and queen, who would be announced at the end 
of the night. Then, it was off to the dance floor or 
the food tables that held a wide array of food, rang-
ing from fruits to chocolate and vanilla cakes, as well 
as a slushy machine filled with tropical coconut and 
watermelon. There were slow songs and fast songs, 
and even songs that everyone danced to like the “Ma-
carena,” “Cha Cha Slide,” “Cupid Shuffle,” and the 
“Chicken Dance.” Whether or not you thought you 
were a good dancer did not matter. Almost every-
one enjoyed dancing from when they got to prom to 
when they left. Several girls even found themselves in 
the middle of the floor doing the Wobble in a line. Of 
course, what would a 2014 prom be without “What 
Does the Fox Say” and “Gangnam Style!” 

Naturally, there were several dancers that stood 
out from the rest, including junior Craig Reames. 
“Prom is only as fun as you make it, and I had a 
blast,” he said. It’s true that the people who had the 
best time are the ones who made it fun. Getting up 
and dancing with friends or your date made the night 
even more fun than it already was and made it seem 
like no time at all had passed while they were there. 
Whether you were dancing in a group of friends or 
just as a couple with your date, it made everything all 
the more fun, especially once a lot of the girls ditched 
their shoes to make dancing more comfortable. Their 
dates must have appreciated them not stepping on 
their feet with heels on after that.

“This is the first prom I’ve been to, but the experi-
ence will be hard to surpass because it was so much 
fun,” junior Eric Dearmin said. Everyone seemed to 
enjoy themselves Saturday night as they experienced 

a paradise island in the form of prom, despite the 
heat in the room. 

In the middle of the event was a game of limbo. 
A long line of contestants formed behind the limbo 
bar and the game began. The first couple rounds were 
fairly easy for most people, but as the bar lowered 
people began to fall, literally. By the time it was at the 
halfway mark only a handful of people remained to 
bend their way to victory. Ultimately it was sopho-
more Kara Ortiz who won with the bar a few notches 
from the bottom. 

“It was a ton of fun. Everyone danced and had an 
amazing time. It was a great way to finish off senior 
year,” senior and Prom Queen Andie Beer said. 

Indeed, this year’s prom was memorable for ev-
eryone who went, especially for the king and queen, 
Josh Peterson and Andie Beer. Their traditional dance, 
though, was cut short as seniors Spencer Waldo and 
Sadie Neilson cut into the dance to dance with the 
king and queen respectively. The night ended with 
the senior song, “17” by Cross Canadian Ragweed in 
tribute to those who will soon be graduating. 

“It was great music and a great set up. The tropi-
cal theme really made it fun. Hat’s off to the juniors 
for pulling it off,” Prom King Josh Peterson said. The 
junior class and Ms. Koleber outdid themselves this 
year, creating a prom that no one is soon to forget. 
Everyone left with unforgettable memories and, of 
course, prom cups and goodie bags.

“The decorations turned out better than we could 
have imagined, the food was perfect, the music was 
great, and everyone seemed to have enjoyed them-
selves. It was a labor of love,” Ms. Koleber said. 
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Prom 2014: Welcome to Paradise
By Melanie Baker



P
o

n
d

e
r 

H
ig

h
 R

o
a

r 
- 

p
a

g
e

 1
0

A note from the author: Last month, you read the first 
installment of “Shame and Morality in the Status Quo,” an 
article intended to get you thinking. Hopefully, I left you at 
least a little bit sobered about the state of morality in the 
world today. Have you ever taken the time to think about 
the matter? What are some of your morals, and does 
society uphold or neglect them? As you read this next seg-
ment, I want you to think about where your own values fall 
when compared to those discussed here.

In the words of Daniel Handler (a.k.a. Lemony 
Snicket), “Stealing, of course, is a crime, and a very 
impolite thing to do.” Although Handler goes on to 

jokingly justify stealing under circumstances in which 
you munch on famous paintings, the man was very 
right. Stealing is never okay. I learned my lesson at 
the age of seven when my mother wouldn’t buy me 
chocolate sprinkles at Albertson’s. I’m sure you can 
deduce that I shoved the bottle into my pocket and 
acted like I didn’t know what the kind security guard 
was talking about when he asked, “What do you have 
in your pocket there, little lady?”
In all seriousness, though, stealing is thievery, simple 
and plain. Things are a lot more real when I use legal 
terms, aren’t they? Shall we discuss legal implica-
tions? It should be known that if you get caught 
trying to steal over fifty dollars in merchandise from 
Walmart, you will automatically be sent to jail. If 
you’re caught with any less than that in your pockets, 
you can still do some time per the manager’s discre-
tion. Other stores have a lower limit.
Theft of private property (say, the fifteen dollars in 
your mother’s wallet) has its own consequences. 
Imagine the disappointment she’ll feel when she 
realizes it wasn’t the “little green goblins” who stole 
the money. You’ll probably be cut off, which means 
no more allowance for you, and your mom probably 
won’t trust you for a while. Was the movie ticket you 
probably bought really worth losing all of that?
Let’s say that, instead of your mother’s cash, you 
stole your neighbor’s cat. If you turn around and sell 
that cat, you’re guilty of the sale of stolen property. 
That is a federal felony (at the very least) to the fifth 
degree. What happens to the person you sold the cat 
to? If it can’t be proven that your “client” hadn’t any 
knowledge that the cat was stolen, he/she is guilty of 
the receipt of stolen property, which is also a felony. 
In most instances, the penalty for felony theft is im-
prisonment for one to ten years. Is the thirty dollars 
you received for the cat worth that much jail time?
On a lighter note, the lack of modesty isn’t some-
thing you could go to prison for, but there are other 
repercussions involved. By “the lack of modesty,” I 
mean the lack of modesty in dress. I’m not talking 
about yoga pants and their questionable habitation in 
the dress code. Those guilty of immodesty in dress 
are the girls (and even guys) who believe that baring 
peaks and valleys (if you catch my drift) and sporting 
articles of clothing with hems that end a mere inch 
or two from private body parts are appropriate. In 
some situations, this sort of dress may be acceptable. 
Those situations include beach or pool outings. 

I’d like to take a non-religious standpoint on this 
topic because, as was stated in the article “Modest 
is Hottest” on a blog called Beauty Redefined, “You 
wouldn’t know [that females are people, too], if you 
looked to media, or even sometimes well-meaning 
religious rhetoric.” The opening sentence of the same 
article claims, “Women and girls are more than just 
bodies.” That isn’t necessarily the message delivered 
by the media today. I’ll tell it to you straight – sex 
sells! “Hot” girls with fake tans, surgically-enhanced 
assets, and thread-like bikinis are an everyday sight, 
and that sight is what drives the market.
As a carhop at Sonic Drive-in, I am quite aware of 
that fact that if I doll my face up and wear yoga pants 
or tights to work, I will get better tips. That’s just the 
way the world works, but the way I see it, we females 
have the moral obligation to choose not to be a pawn 
in the game. What exactly does that mean? I won’t go 
so far as to say that your ankles should be covered 
at all times, but cleavage, midriffs, and upper thighs 
should be hidden and articles of clothing should never 
be translucent enough to give a view of a lady’s inti-
mates. After all, wouldn’t we like to think we’re “lady-
like” and know it to actually be true? Just keep this 
in mind, girls. Will you be an object, or will you be a 
lady?
As a final point of discussion, bullying seems to be 
a hot topic as of late. Teachers now take the time in 
class to address the issue. There are even nationwide 
and worldwide campaigns to spread awareness and 
to squelch bullying. Many people ask why kids bully. 
The popular answer is that the bullies are insecure or 
were once bullied themselves. What do I think about 
that? Honestly, I think that’s a copout. I know for a 
fact that everyone was graced with the gift of free 
will, and I think that it is our moral obligation to stop 
the cycle of violence with ourselves. Think about it. 
Suppose you were bullied, beaten, and humiliated 
when you were younger. For weeks, months, or even 
years, your life was a living nightmare. Why on earth 
would you wish that upon someone else? No one 
deserves to be belittled and torn down like that. Quite 
frankly, you didn’t deserve that. It should end with you 
because you are an at-least-decent person and you 
know what it’s like to be living in a personal hades. 
It is your ethical responsibility to stop bullying where 
you have jurisdiction – with yourself and your peers.
A final word from the author: Although this article did 
not venture too deeply into the moral issues dis-
cussed, I hope it was enough to make you think twice 
about the way you view the world and your surround-
ings. A lot of these issues can be avoided personally 
by simply being a humble, honest, and compassion-
ate person. If any of this has offended you, I hope 
that you can understand that that was not the inten-
tion. The purpose of this article is solely to get people 
thinking about the state of morality in today’s society 
– a state that is waning more and more. What you 
choose to do with this information is up to you. My 
only hope is that you or others will work to spread the 
word and make the world a better place.

Shame and                                              in the Status Quo (continued)
By Liz Branin



P
o

n
d

e
r H

ig
h

 R
o

a
r - p

a
g

e
 1

1

The                                                    Starts Here
By Alex Fedele

The results for 2014-2015 Varsity Cheerleading tryouts have arrived! After a week of learning new 
cheers the girls tried out on Friday, April 4th. Leanna Brown, Michala Fenter, Avery Leveridge, 
Kayla Carlton, Bailey Beer, Cassi Valenzuela, Kayla Vice and Danyel Kesseluss made the cheer 

squad with Mikayla Boone as the mascot. 
The cheer clinic was held after school the week prior to the tryouts. The girls were taught a chant, 

a cheer and a dance routine by an NCAA cheerleader. Ponder hired three judges to evaluate the girls 
for the audition. The chant and the dance were done in a group of three and the cheer and three jumps 
were done solo. 

When asked to describe how the tryouts went, Bailey Beer said, “Tryouts are always nerve-racking 
because you never know if you’re going to make it again or not. After the actual tryout, the nerves start-
ed subsiding because I felt confident knowing I did my best.”

Longtime cheerleader Leanna Brown, added, “We work really hard throughout the school year. 
There’s no off season, and we have loads of fun.  I’m really excited for senior year and being captain. 
I’ve been looking forward to this since I was in junior high. I’m excited about the new squad; we have 
great new additions and I can’t wait for everyone to see us!”

Even Coach Espolt had some positive words to say. “I love the cheerleaders. I think they’re great role 
models for the younger girls, and they add a great atmosphere to the game.”
“We have a great squad lined up for this year, and we have a mascot! I’m so excited for 
next year, and these girls are too,” Mrs. Yeager said.

The new squad’s debut will be May 17 during Frontier Days. They’ll be doing face 
painting in the park after the parade. Be sure to go check them out and let them know 
that you support them as much as they support our school!

Next fall, Christian Worthington will no longer be practicing football in the hot arid 
planes of Texas, but rather in the milder (at least during the summer) prairies of the 
state of Nebraska. Yes, Christian Worthington will be a Hastings College Bronco 

next semester.  Christian signed on March 22, 2014 with Hastings College, out of Hast-
ings, Nebraska. The school managed to convince Christian to sign with a beautiful school, 
an opportunity to play one of his favorite sports, and last but not least, a $15,000 scholar-
ship a year for four years.
His dedication to football is rather obvious, seeing that he has stuck with this sport for so long and made it so 
far. Christian has been playing football since he was seven years old. In his junior year he earned 2nd team 
All-Area honors as a wide receiver. His senior year, he received 1st team All-District as 
a wide receiver and 1st team All-District as a defensive back. He was also a captain of the 
football team this year. He’s dreamed of getting the chance to continue playing football, 
and is very grateful to Hastings for giving him the chance to do so. “I’m very excited [about 
getting to play]. I love playing football, and I’m eager to play at the next level,” Christian said. 
“Christian is one of those rare athletes that could change the outcome of a game on any 
given play. You do not get the privilege to coach many like him. We wish him the best as he 
pursues his dream of playing college foot- ball,” Christian’s football coach, Coach Shuelke, 
said.
With his scholarship, he intends to study Sports Management and Recreation, a field specializing in knowl-
edge of sports and managing teams. Some careers that go along with this degree are coaching, marketing, 
directing and administration. What a great education and career path for him to be on!
“I’m so proud of him. I’m sad I couldn’t be there [at the signing]. I know he will do great up there in Nebraska,” 
classmate Jessica Orozco said.
We wish him the best of luck as he goes off to Nebraska next fall. He will be missed, but I’m sure he will do 
great in Nebraska.

“Receive-ing” an Education
By Sterling Stinson
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Ponder Music Department Meets Sugarland Star Jennifer Nettles (Again!)

Saturday, April 12, Ponder High School’s choir and band trav-
elled to Winstar World Casino and Resort for the second time 
in three years to sit in on a Sugarland sound check just hours 

before the actual concert. After the sound check, the students asked 
questions that Jennifer one of her leading crew members gladly an-
swered. Questions ranged from some about her start as a musician 
to a few about her personal life. Many of the answers were actually 
quite awe-inspiring, while some made the kids laugh. In short, the 
experience was one that all participants are sure to remember.

When asked what one of her greatest struggles were, Jennifer said, “It’s important to stay persistent. 
Humans tend to think that the things they want will come easily, but you can’t just say, ‘Oh, I’ll audition for 
American Idol and get famous that way.’ A lot of things on TV make the work seem easy, but that isn’t al-
ways the case. You just have to keep at it. That’s key.” Jennifer’s own motivation is her love for singing and 
performing. “I felt like I was good at it,” she said. “Why not pursue the things you’re good at?

Jennifer told the gang that she began her stage career at the age of seven in her church’s Christmas 
play. She took the old-fashioned route by booking gigs in restaurants and fairs. She said that that’s how she 
was discovered, rather than recording demos and giving CDs to producers and record companies. Jennifer 
handled ten years of rejection before she finally got her big break – being hired by Kristian Bush and Kristen 
Hall to sing for their band, Sugarland.

The hardest part of the job, in Jennifer’s opinion, is the travelling. “They don’t pay me to sing,” she likes 
to say. “They pay me to travel.”

Between the lack of sleep and a very busy schedule, it’s easy to lose sight of what’s important, which 
is why Jennifer calls for lunch with the whole crew every single day of the tour. The lack of sleep is even 
crazier on this particular tour because Jennifer has chosen to bring her 16-month-old son, Magnus, along 
for the ride.

As a mom, though, she says she tries to keep Magnus out of the limelight. “The concept of celebrity, 
people being so interested in your life, can have a darkness to it,” Jennifer said. “I try to keep him out of 
the spotlight because I don’t know if he wants that kind of life. I want that to be his choice. I do have a very 
unique job, though, and the culture of celebrity obsession can be a startling thing.”

Freshman Jamie Fipps asked Jennifer which musician is her favorite. “I can’t really say that I have a 
favorite. It always changes,” Jennifer said.

In high school, she enjoyed Foy Vance, a band called The 1975, and a plethora of 70s bands. She likes 
to say that her taste in music is “an eclectic mixture.” Jennifer has had the pleasure of working with artists 
like Beyoncé, James Taylor, Lionel Richie, Kelly Clarkson, and Robin Thicke.

Junior Allison Gordon requested advice for songwriting. “Be authentic to yourself,” Jennifer offered. 
“Write what you know and what is emotional to you.”

The students had a blast meeting and talking to Jennifer Nettles. Many have said that her words have 
inspired them to further pursue music. With such an outstanding result the second time around, the PHS 
music department hopes to revisit Jennifer and Winstar again sometime in the near future. We’d like to ex-
tend a big congratulations to Jennifer on her solo tour and to the rest of the crew on a job well done!

By Liz Branin

Position Puzzles

Postion Puzzle Answers : 1. Underestimate 2. Too good to be true 3. He’s Adlibbing it


