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Why using videos  

 To tell a story 

 To explain (local) situations visually 

 To clarify complex situations 

 To keep the attention of your audience 

 To transfer a message 

 To increase intercultural understanding 

 



2. Analog or Digital? 

    A few decades ago the only way to 

create videos was to capture videos 

analog. Videos were captured on 

tape. Analog videos are still used, but 

digital video is becoming more and 

more used. With digital video, the 

output is a digital file. Even if your 

digital camera uses tapes, the output 

file is digital. (Probably an .avi file). 

Both digital cameras 



3. Transferring your videos to the computer  

 If you want to edit your videos (for example to cut 

less important pieces) you need a computer. This 

means that your video files must be digital. 

 If your video is taped with a digital camera on DV 

tapes (see picture) the most used option is to 

transfer the data from your camera to your 

computer with a FireWire connection. 

Dv tapes Fire Wire Cable FireWire logo which you can find on 

your computer as well as you camera 



3. Transferring your videos to the computer  

Optical disc  (DVD) 

Flash memory cards  

 (for example: CF-I, MMC, xD,  

 memory stick, (mini)SD ) 

Hard disk drive 

Nowadays, a lot of digital camcorders (video camera 

recorders) are tapeless.  These camcorders may use 

different types of digital media storage (and often a 

combination): 

Examples of memory cards 



3. Transferring your videos to the computer 

 The cheapest way is to 
connect your analog camera or 
your VCR with the audio/video 
connection to the soundcard/tv 
card of your computer. To 
connect audio, you need an L-
R Audio cable (see picture) 
end the video will be 
connected with an S-video 
cable (see picture).  

There are several ways to convert analog video 

to digital video 

 Audio cable 

S-video cable and connection 



 You can also use a converter to digitalize your 

analog video. A convertor is an electronic 

device which changes analog signals in to 

digital codes (see picture). You can buy 

converters for example in computer stores. 

 With a converter you can record your analog 

footage directly to your computer 

3. Transferring your videos to the computer  

Converter 



4. Edit your video  

 You probably want to edit your video material. The most basic process 
of video editing is to cut and paste segments of your video footage. Also, you 
can add some titles. 

 To edit your footage you need editing software. Examples of free 
editing software are:  

 Avid Free DV (with basic editing options) 

 Jumpcut (online editing software, user friendly) 

 MovieMaker (Windows) 

 iVideo (Apple) 

http://www.avid.com/freedv/index.asp
http://www.jumpcut.com/


 

Basics tools in MovieMaker 

  

 MovieMaker has three important fields which you can 

use to edit movies: 

1. 

Toolbar 

2. Task 

panel 

3. Time 

line 



 

Basics tools in MovieMaker 

  
The toolbar works like all other MS programs. You can find 

all the possible options here. 
 

The task panel gives an overview of the steps you can 

take. Following the task panel is a good way to edit your 

video when you are not so experienced. (Note: in this task 

panel you find: Movie Making Tips. These tips are very 

useful and well explained. Take a look at these tips if you 

need extra help.) 
 

The timeline represents an overview of your movie. Video, 

audio and titles are represented separately which makes it 

easy to edit them also separately. By dragging and 

dropping you can insert or remove videos in and out the 

timeline. 



 
Capturing your video 

 Open Windows 

MovieMaker. Click on 

‘Import video’ (see upper 

picture). 

 Browse to the file on your 

computer and make sure 

that the checkbox ‘Create 

clips for video’ is activated 

(see picture). This 

enhances editing your 

video since MovieMaker 

will cut the video in 

workable pieces. 

To edit you video you first need 

 to import the video in the program. 

1. Import video 

2. Create clips for video files 



 
Adding titles 

 In this example two short movies are imported and placed  

behind each other on the time line - see next slide, fig 1. 
 

To add a title, click on ‘edit movie’ and then ‘make titles and 

credits’ - see fig 2. 
 

Choose where you want to place the title - see fig 3 

Type the title and adjust fontsize  

 and colour if you want to 
 

When you are finished,  

 the title is shown in the timeline 
 

 

When you play the movie, the  

 title appears in the screen  



Fig 
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Delete parts of your video 

 Probably one of the most frequently carried out actions is to 

delete parts of your footage. Think for example on 

uninteresting parts, blurred parts etc. etc. The most easy way 

to delete these is by selecting the clip in the time line and 

pressing delete on your keyboard. 

 But often you noticed that it is not a whole clip you want to 

delete, but only a part of it. 

Go to the exact point from which you want to delete in the 

timeline. Like this: 

Place the line at the right point by dragging it with your 

mouse 



 
Delete parts of your video 

 Go to: clip > Split. You current clip is now divided in two 

parts.   



 
Delete parts of your video 

 Now you can do the same at the end of the part which you 

want to remove. In other words: you have created a clip of 

the part that must be deleted: 

Extra created clip 

 Now you can simply select the 

clip and click delete on your 

keyboard or right click the 

mouse and choose ‘Delete’. 

 Your clip has been removed!  



 
Save your video 

 If you want to safe your video, go to ‘file’ in the toolbar. Now you 
have two options: 

Save Project 

Save Movie file 

 If you are not finished with editing and you want to make 
changes later, take the first option. Then your project and 
features will be saved and when you open the project next time, 
it looks the same as how you closed is. 

  

But if the movie is ready and you 

want to show it to others, choose 

the second option and you movie 

will be saved as one complete 

movie.  

Click the picture to see the edited 

movie.. 



5. Video file formats 

  
 While working with movies there are different 

video file types like .avi files or .mpeg files. Behind 

these different types there is a lot of technical 

explanation.  
  

 The most important thing you need to know is 

that AVI is a container file format. Simply said this 

means that the AVI files allow to play audio as well as 

video at the same time. 
  

 MPEG files are compressed files. and therefore 

smaller, but also lower in quality. MPEG files can be 

played with the right Codec. See next topic. 
  

For more information, see also wikipedia at: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audio_Video_Interleave 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audio_Video_Interleave


6. Codecs 

   A codec is a device or program which allows 

encoding or decoding digital data. 

 For playing for example MPEG files you need 

the matching codec. The videofile used in this 

presentation is a so called MPEG1 file. In the Windows 

package the codec for these files are already included. 

But if you want to play an MPEG2 file, you need to 

download the codec for that.  
  

 Most camera software includes programs where 

you can change your videos to files with different 

extensions. (eg. Avi, MPEG1, MPEG2).  



Links  

   www.digitalvideoclub.com 

 A site with lots of information, provided by people who make their 

own home movies 

 www.cnet.com 

 For tutorials, tips and more information on digital video 

 http://www.macdevcenter.com/pub/a/mac/2003/06/13/dv_tips.htm

l 

 Top ten digital video tips 

 http://www.windowsmoviemakers.net 

 A lot of information on Windows Movie Maker 

 http://www.avid.com/products/freedv/index.asp 

 Free editing software 

 http://www.apple.com/ilife/imovie/ 

 Editing software for the Mac 

http://www.digitalvideoclub.com/
http://www.cnet.com/
http://www.macdevcenter.com/pub/a/mac/2003/06/13/dv_tips.html
http://www.macdevcenter.com/pub/a/mac/2003/06/13/dv_tips.html
http://www.windowsmoviemakers.net/
http://www.avid.com/products/freedv/index.asp
http://www.avid.com/products/freedv/index.asp
http://www.apple.com/ilife/imovie/


Links 

www.metacafe.com/watch/641668/voiceover/ 

 Tips for voice over 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmsoPMJRtzE 

 Tips for voice over 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9x26MA5XsE 

 How to put subtitles in windows moviemaker? 

www.jubler.org/index.php 

 Free subtitling software 

http://sourceforge.net/projects/subtitleproc/ 

 Free subtitling software 

http://www.metacafe.com/watch/641668/voiceover/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XmsoPMJRtzE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9x26MA5XsE
http://www.jubler.org/index.php

